DIPLOMACY   AND   WAR----LAST   ROUND

of peace, to grant unto them a great deal more for the quiet
keeping of it, being already by all laws our own, than they offer
to depart withal for the redemption of the same; and will be
pleased to remit to the French King all the arrearages, debts,
charges of the war, and the recompense of the fortifications
already done, so as the French King, for him and his successors,
will leave to us and our heirs for ever Boulogne^ and from
Boulogne along the sea coasts to the top of the hill beyond
Hardelow, and so from the top of that hill along as the hills
lieth, continuing die height of the hills beyond Leekes, until ye
come to that part of the County of Guisnes next adjoining to the
hills which we have in our possession, and all the ground between
the said hills and the sea side. And in case, having set forth the
greatness of this offer by all such ways and means as ye shall
think best and meetest for that purpose, and having conferred
the same with the small and meagre overtures made by them
heretofore, you shall in the end perceive that they do mislike this
condition, and will not accept the same, you shall finally in the
treaty of this branch, rather than fail, offer unto -them the remis-
sion for ever of our pension perpetual, wherewith and with the
arrearages and other things aforesaid we can be pleased to depart
frankly withal, so as the French King will give, grant, release
and surrender in to our hands, to the use of us and our heirs for
ever, that small portion of ground aforesaid. And here you may
set forth unto them what a great benefit and likelihood of our
continual friendship for ever should ensue by the concluding of
the peace after this sort; for by this means all bogs and occasions
of new quarrels might be fully extinguished, and this amity being
once agreed upon have his continuance for ever.

When you shall have travailed with them in this branch as
earnestly as you may, after such sort as is aforesaid, if in the
end they will not accept the said conditions, our pleasure is you
shall descend to one other offer. And, repeating unto them what
great sums of money we have been and be pleased to remit unto
them> besides the remission of our pension perpetual, for the only
keeping of that which is our own, you shall say that ye doubt
not iut (if they mean good faith in the treaty and debating of
this matter) they will make a more large, or at the least as great,
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